Longitudinal, epidemiologic studies of female reproductive aging.
Human female reproductive aging consists of multiple processes and interacts with other physiological systems in unique ways. Here we discuss eight recent longitudinal, epidemiologic studies of female reproductive aging that include endocrine data to highlight their contributions to our understanding of these various aging processes and their interactions. Specifically, we review data on ovarian and nonovarian reproductive aging processes and reproductive staging. We consider these data in the context of longitudinal research design and research goals, identify limitations of the studies but also ways in which existing longitudinal data can further our understanding of aging processes, and make recommendations for future studies of female reproductive aging.